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P R O J E C T

Earthworks Landscape Architect’s lead this
exciting project, which was to design both
hard and soft landscaping for the Generation
Schools newest development. Here the brief
was to stimulate creative play and integrate the
school buildings and general aesthetic with the
landscape. The school, situated near Kommetjie,
is surrounded by natural fynbos in the adjoining
Cape Peninsula National Park and Stope pine
plantations on the estate.

T W O

GENERATION
SCHOOLS IMHOFF
PIONEERING PLAY

The clients were clear in that they wanted a
high-quality product and image for the school.
The School required an obstacle course for free
play and timed racing. The site contained mature
stone pine trees (Pinus pinea), and even though
they are extremely sensitive to root disturbance,
the team endeavored to save as many as possible
and integrate them into the courtyard and play
areas. In response to the space for free play being
limited, the parking areas were turned into hard
surface play areas and courts.

In January 2019, Generation Schools Imhoff opened its doors to students from the age
of 18 Months right through to Matric. This brilliant new campus is nestled in the heart
of Kommetjie and is set to be home to 850 students. With design of hard and soft
landscape elements and obstacle course by Earthworks Landscape Architects (ELA),
Implementation by Longmans Landscaping and a state-of-the-art sports field by Synsport,
it is refreshing to see new developments taking sport and activity to new heights.

Soft Landscape:
The aim was to retain as many of the Stone pine
trees as possible while planting only indigenous
vegetation, preferably locally grown. Longmans
Landscaping supplied and constructed the soft
landscape whilst Good Hope Nursery carried out
a search and rescue, transplanting thousands of
bulbs and other rare plants.
Due to limited soft landscape and free play
areas, the Hard Landscape was designed to be
an extension to the play areas. The courtyards
have stepped levels, using curved terrace walls
the rectilinear classrooms were softened and
integrated with the natural landscape. The
roadways and parking areas, which are mostly
empty during the day, were turned into courts
and play areas with painted games, basketball and
netball hoops. It’s an area that is alive with energy,
creates community and is encouraging for the
students to get active.
The Obstacle Course
The obstacle course provides structures for
playing and physical development. All the
elements were designed for this project. ELA used
Cladocalyx for the wood due to its hardwood
characteristic and non-splintering nature. Because
of this, it does not need any chemical treatment
and is therefore safe for kids to play on. The
square posts and beams provide a pleasant
aesthetic and a thoughtful diversion from the
more common round poles. The obstacle course
was constructed on site by Ecowerks and is a
wonderful structure adding interest to the space.
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MEET THE TEAM
Adam van Nieuwenhuizen & Samantha Glen
Earthworks Landscape Architects
Building Contractor:
Granbuild - Raymond Mpolokeng
Landscape Contractor:
Longmans Landscaping CC
Artificial Turf, Rubber Mating & Sports
Field Construction:
Synsport

SUPPLIERS
Hags Play Equipment:
Crazy Concepts - 021 850 0102
The benches were designed to be extensions
to the low walls, in this the team also used the
Cladocalyx and galvanised metal supports. The
benches were constructed by Recurve design.

to open the School for the 2019 year. As much
care as possible was required to look after the
existing Stone pines which are such a feature
on the site.

Steve Longman of Longman’s Landscaping
explains that the first phase of this project
covered approximately 2650m2 of landscaping
on the 1.7Ha site. Work commenced in MidOctober and had to be completed for the
opening of the school on 21st January 2019,
so the initial build time was around 3-months
in total. The soft landscaping, minor hard
landscaping and the automated irrigation was
approximately was implemented over this period.

The borehole water on site contained a very
high iron content which eventually had to be
remedied with the installation of a complex
filtration system.

Steve and his team worked very closely with
ELA and liaised constantly with the construction
contractors GB Turnkey and civils contractor
Burger & Wallace. Decided with ElA, the planting
palette was almost entirely indigenous and
consisted of various coastal plants that will
tolerate and thrive in the False Bay conditions
once established.
In order to implement the 1000 litre specimen
trees around the Astroturf sports fields which
were sourced from Just Trees & Trees SA, site
visits to these nurseries were conducted to
source the best possible specimen trees for the
project. The majority of the smaller plant material
was grown at the Longmans nursery for the
project with some specific plant material being
purchased from larger wholesale growers. The
project was carried out around the appointed
main construction and Civils contractors as well
as numerous other sub-contractors under very
difficult circumstances, due to the tight timeline
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The Sports
Earthworks Landscape Architects required from
Synsport, a rubberized surfacing solution for
the play area that would offer the necessary
protection against potential head injuries should
a child fall. He also wanted something that is
aesthetically pleasing. For this Synsport offered
him their 30mm inter-locking rubber tiles. Not
only does the product pass a critical fall height
of 1.1m but was also quick and easy to install in
a variety of colours. The colour chosen for this
project was grey. Inter-locking tiles also offer
a consistent 30mm height over the area. Wet
pour rubber is screeded on and the challenge is
maintaining a consistent 10-15mm throughout
the entire area, and well as the difficulty in
operating.
With regards to the synthetic lawn areas, ELA
were after something that would look realistic,
something easy to maintain and something that
would be soft for the kids to play on.
The brief from the client was that they wanted a
sports field that could accommodate soccer and
rugby. For this, the team at Synsport used their
Enka-Flex sports shock pad which also acts as a
rapid drainage layer. When it rains the water will

Bench Manufacturing:
Recurve Design - 072 473 7719
Obstacle Course:
Manufactured and installed by EcoWerks 079 106 4319
Lighting:
BEKA-Schreder - 021 510 8900
Artificial Turf & Rubber Matting:
Synsport & Synthetic Lawn Co. 087 803 1024
Paving:
Corobrik - 021 888 2300
Irrigation:
Hunter
Mature Trees:
Just Trees - 021 871 1595
Trees SA - 021 842 0003
Planting:
Alimandi Wholesale Nursery 082 389 6616
Arboreta Nursery - 021 864 3857
Good Hope Gardens Nursery 060 509 4288
Induli Nursery - 021 785 3581
San Michell Farms - 021 572 3930
Shadowlands Wholesale Nursery 021 903 0050
Nonke Plants - 021 887 6972
The Poleyard - 021 510 4477
Compost:
Reliance - 0861 888 784
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drain vertically through the turf into the shockpad and then traverse through the shock-pad
down to the storm water outlets. Here there was
a significant saving for the school as they could
now omit the sub soil drainage system running
across the field in 10meter intervals as Synsport’s
shock pad catches the water and transports it
to the low point. Another benefit is the fact that
water is prevented from penetrating the layer
works which can often cause settlement in the
base.
Regarding the performance relating to the sports
aspect, World Rugby dictates that a shockpad must be present when rugby is played
on a synthetic sports field. Therefore, it was
imperative that the team installed the Enka-flex
shock-pad so the school could accommodate
rugby as a sport and host tournaments. In terms
of the turf, the team used their Greenfields Slide
Max 50mm turf with silica sand and rubber infill.
The shock-pad and turf combination are World
Rugby and FIFA Approved and offer the best
performance in terms of ball bounce, ball roll, ball
speed, player grip and head injury protection.
Synsport were asked to only install the basic
perimeter line markings in the synthetic turf so
that the school could paint on the balance of
the line markings depending what sport was to
be played on the day. Synsport also supplied the
free-standing FIFA approved soccer goals as well
as the detachable rugby posts.
Synsport will also be maintaining the field
for one year, as part of their contract. This
involves their team coming once a month to do
a clean-up of the pitch as well as using a drag
brush to distribute the sand and rubber infill
evenly over the playing surface. When installing
sports facilities, clients can opt to purchase
the equipment relevant to maintain the space
themselves, or use the team to carry out this
service.
Overall the landscaped areas set an example of
the types of sporting facilities and play spaces
that will benefit the children who utilise them.
These dynamic spaces are so important for a
multitude of reasons; building community, motor
skills and world class sporting spaces.
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ABOUT EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS (ELA)
This firm is
based in Cape
Town with a
vast range of
projects which
include private and municipal resorts, urban squares,
private commercial developments, urban parks, play
parks, sports fields and schools.
Their approach to design is linked to an in depth
understanding of social and ecological processes
on the site. They strive to create unique places that
respond to the needs and qualities associated with
their locations and end users. The methodology
that they undertake is attached to these values and
follows from site analysis, conceptual inception and
overall layout design simultaneous to detail design
development.
This process is organic and non-linear, with often a
back and forth momentum that allows for increasing
knowledge of the issues at hand as well as a
refinement of the design expression aligned with
the clients’ vision.
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